GAMBETTA TO CLEMENCEAU

declaring in his famous phrase that, in view of the attitude ol
the Chamber, the President must either "give in or get out,"
made matters still worse. The President's manifestoes to the
Assembly and the country also only confirmed the growing
impression that a sinister plot was afoot against the Eepublic
itself, in the interest of the Orleanists.

This was a much more serious matter than appeared on the
surface. In the six years which had passed since the with-
drawal of the German armies and the suppression of the Com-
mune, Prance had become accustomed to the Eepublic and to
the use of universal suffrage as a democratic instrument of
organisation. Great as were its drawbacks in many respects,
the Eepublic was, as Gambetta phrased it, the form of govern-
ment which divided Frenchmen the least. The people, who com-
prised not only the enlightened Eadical Eepublicans of the
cities, but the easily frightened small bourgeoisie and the
peasantry, could now make the Assembly and the Senate do
what they pleased. They were not as yet prepared to push
those institutions very fast or very far, but they were un-
questionably moving forward and were in no mind whatever
to go back either to Napoleoiusm, Orleanism or Legitimism.
France as a Eepublic was becoming the France of them all.

When, therefore, the 363 deputies who voted against the
Due de Broglie's rococo restoration policy and Marshal Mae-
Mahon's constitutional autocracy stood firmly together, sinking
all differences in the one determination to safeguard and
consolidate the Eepublic, there could be no real doubt as to
the result. Those 363 stalwarts issued a vigorous appeal to
the country, and the issue was joined in earnest at the General
Elections. Gambetta, meanwhile, was the hero of the hour,
^training every nerve for victory, exhausting himself by his
furious eloquence, and tt^e other advanced leaders did their
full share of the fighting, * In all this political warfare Clemen-
ceau was as active and energetic as the fiery tribune himself,
and as one of the framers and signatories of the great Eepub-
lican appeal identified himself permanently with the document
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